THE    LIFE    OF    HORACE    WALPOI
difficult position*    His known wishes and opinions
strong against the alliance that he could not advise
without seeming to be prompted by his own prejudi
he had a scruple against advising a line of actior
although it answered his own desire, might be held
against Conway's credit;   for this, it may be said
exaggeration, was first and last Horace Walpole's cl
cern in the world.    He decided therefore to lessen s
he could the obstacles to this marriage ; so, after reca
fact that Lady Caroline had  shown her dispositic
clearly by refusing good matches for the young sol
puts his proposal:
" My dearest Harry, you must see why I don't cat
more on this head.    My wishing it could be right foj
break off with her (for, without it is right, I would E
you on any account take such a step) makes it imposs
me to advise it;  and, therefore, I am sure you will
my declining an act of friendship which your having
my power gives me the greatest satisfaction.    But it d
something else in my power, which I am sure noth,
make me decline, and for which I have long wanted an
tunity.    Nothing could prevent my being unhappy
smallness of your fortune, but its throwing it into my
offer you to share mine.    As mine is so precarious, by c
ing on so bad a constitution, I can only offer you the imi
use of it.    I do that most sincerely.    My places still (
my Lord Walpole has cut off three hundred pounds
to save himself the trouble of signing his name ten til
once) bring me in nearly two thousand pounds a year,
no debts, no connections;   indeed no way to dispos
particularly.    By living with my father, I have little r
for a quarter of it.    I have always flung it away all in th
idle manner; but my dear Harry, idle as I am, and th
less, I have sense enough to have real pleasure in, d
myself baubles, and in saving a very good income to i